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Approval of the Application

by Aragon Agency for Quality Assurance and Strategic

Foresight in Higher Education (ACPUA)

for Renewal of Inclusion on the Register

Application of: 2025-02-21

Agency registered since: 2016-08-01

Type of review: Targeted Site visit: 2025-11-27

External review report of: 2026-04-22 Submitted: 2026-05-13

Review coordinated by: European Association for Quality Assurance of 
Higher Education (ENQA)

Review panel members: Jordi Villà i Freixa, Maria Weber, Ondrej Havelka, 
Tara Ryan

Decision of: 2026-06-26

Registration until: 2031-06-30

Absented themselves from 
decision-making:

n/a

Attachments: 1. External Review Report,   2026-04-22  

1. The application of 2025-02-21 adhered to the requirements of the EQAR 
Procedures for Applications.

2. The Register Committee confirmed eligibility of the application on 2025-
03-14.

3. The Register Committee considered the targeted external review report 
of 2026-04-22 on the compliance of ACPUA with the Standards and 
Guidelines for Quality Assurance in the European Higher Education Area 
(ESG, 2015 version).

Analysis:

4. In considering ACPUA's compliance with the ESG, the Register 
Committee took into account the following activities:

 Study programme initial accreditation
 Study programme accreditation
 Study programme follow-up
 Training school accreditation
 Higher education institutions initial accreditation
 Teaching activity evaluation system audit (DOCENTIA programme)

https://backend.deqar.eu/reports/EQAR/04_ACPUA_external_review_report_POQTU0a.pdf
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 Teaching staff evaluation system audit
 Partner Higher Education Institution (HEI) evaluation
 PACE SIGC (IQAS Certification)
 Institutional Accreditation
 Institutional Accreditation Renewal (Institutional Follow-up 

Accreditation)
 Certification ODS/Agenda 2030 (ALCAEUS Programme)

5. The following activities are not within the scope of the ESG and, thus, 
not pertinent to the application for inclusion on the Register:

 ACPUA Quality Seminars
 University research institutes initial accreditation and accreditation 

renewal
 Evaluation of research activities
 Junior academic staff research activity evaluation
 Strategic foresight studies / surveys
 Consultancy: support to decision making process

6. The Register Committee found that the report provides sufficient 
evidence and analysis on ACPUA’s level of compliance with the ESG.

7. With regard to the specific European Standards, the Register Committee 
considered the following:

ESG 2.4 – Peer-review experts

8. In its last decision for renewal of registration (of 2021-10-15), the 
Register Committee found the agency to be partially compliant with the 
standard due to the lack of student involvement in its two external quality 
assurance activities, Higher Education Institution Initial Accreditation and 
Partner Higher Education Evaluation.

9. From the report, the Register Committee learned that the agency made 
adjustments to include students as panel members in activities that 
previously lacked student involvement. This was confirmed for the new and 
the changed activities as well.

10. The Register Committee welcomed the steps taken by ACPUA and found 
that the concerns raised during its last renewal of registration had been 
addressed.

11. Additionally, the Register Committee learned that panels for 
Institutional Accreditation Renewal (Institutional Follow-up Accreditation) 
and PACE-SIGC (IQAS Certification) included members who also serve on 
the agency's decision-making committees, namely the Institutions 
Evaluation Committee (SEC) and the Programmes Evaluation Committee 
(SET).  

12. The Register Committee noted that the simultaneous involvement of the 
same individuals in both peer-review panels and decision-making bodies,  
where they contribute to the formulation of recommendations during the 
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external review process and subsequently participate in their consideration, 
is not consistent with the ESG 2.4 requirement that external quality 
assurance be carried out by groups of independent external experts. This 
arrangement also gives rise to a potential conflict of interest within the 
external quality assurance process.

13. Considering the arrangement of including decision-making committee 
members in peer-review panels, the Register Committee was unable to 
concur with the panel’s conclusion of compliance and concluded that 
ACPUA complies only partially with ESG 2.4.

14. For the remaining standards, the Register Committee was able to 
concur with the review panel's analysis and conclusion without further 
comments.

Conclusion:

15. Based on the external review report and the considerations above, the 
Register Committee concluded that ACPUA demonstrated compliance with 
the ESG (Parts 2 and 3) as follows:

Standard Previous decision 
(2021-10-15)

Review panel 
conclusion

Register 
Committee 
conclusion

2.1 Compliance Compliance Compliance

2.2 Compliance Compliance Compliance

2.3 Compliance Compliance Compliance

2.4 Partial compliance Compliance Partial compliance

2.5 Compliance Compliance Compliance

2.6 Compliance Compliance Compliance

2.7 Compliance Compliance Compliance

3.1 Compliance Inherited Inherited

3.2 Compliance Inherited Inherited

3.3 Compliance Inherited Inherited

3.4 Compliance Inherited Inherited

3.5 Compliance Inherited Inherited

3.6 Compliance Inherited Inherited

3.7 Compliance (not expected) Compliance (by 
virtue of applying)

16. The Register Committee considered that ACPUA only achieved partial 
compliance with one standard. In its holistic judgement, the Register 
Committee concluded that these are specific and limited issues, but that 
ACPUA continues to comply substantially with the ESG as a whole.
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17. The Register Committee therefore renewed ACPUA’s inclusion on the 
Register. ACPUA's renewed inclusion shall be valid until 2031-06-301.

18. The Register Committee further underlined that ACPUA is expected to 
address the issues mentioned appropriately and to resolve them at the 
earliest opportunity.

1 Renewal of registration is valid for five years from the date of expiry of the previous
registration, see §4.13 of the EQAR Procedures for Applications.
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